
Annual Business Meeting
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is going on with the Annual Business Meeting?
In 2017, only 6% of the membership voted in the annual board Elections. As a Cooperative, 
the goal is to involve as many members as possible in the Governance of the Cooperative. 
We will use electronic voting to increase member participation.

2.	What	are	the	benefits	of	electronic	voting?
Electronic voting allows 100% of the members an opportunity to vote from the convenience 
of their own home, without having to travel, and from any hand-held device with internet 
connectivity.  Members will have the opportunity to cast their vote during a 2-week period 
leading up to, and including, the day of the Annual Business Meeting. Since a member can 
vote any time during a two-week period as opposed to a short three-hour window, it furthers 
the opportunity for every member to be a part of the election process. For our members 
who have not been able to attend the Annual Business Meeting due to personal scheduling 
conflicts, night-time driving, sporting events, harvest demands, etc., we encourage you to 
take advantage of the added convenience of electronic voting. 

3.	How	will	electronic	voting	work?
Members will receive either an email or a letter from our election service provider, Survey & 
Ballot Systems, with necessary information and instructions to vote electronically.

4.	Do	I	need	access	to	the	internet	to	vote?
Yes.  If you do not have access to the internet, it will be available at any Chariton Valley office 
(Bucklin, Salisbury, Brookfield, Macon & Moberly) during normal office hours throughout the 
2-week voting period. We will have internet access available at the Hale Supply & Variety 
Store (213 Main Street-Hale) during their normal business hours for our members in the Hale, 
Bosworth, and De Witt areas.

5. How do I get entered to win the John Deere Gator?
Members who vote by 6:00 p.m. on October 11th and receive a confirmation of voting will 
be entered to win the John Deere Gator. The winner will be selected and announced prior 
to the close of the meeting at 6:30. The meeting and the grand prize winner can be seen live 
on Facebook. You do NOT have to be present to win. 
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6.	What	is	the	agenda	for	the	night?		
5:00-6:00 Reception.  Light refreshments and drinks provided.  Stations available for 
electronic voting.  Members MUST bring their log-in and passcode to vote. Chariton Valley 
will NOT have access to that information. Voting window closes at 6:00 p.m. sharp.
6:00-6:30 Approval of minutes. CEO Report. Election results. Grand Prize Drawing. 

7. Why is the Annual Business Meeting downsized?
We anticipate the convenience of electronic voting will significantly reduce the members 
who attend the Annual Business Meeting. Therefore, the decision was made to take 
advantage of the opportunity to eliminate some of the costs which benefit a very small 
portion of the membership, i.e. a full meal, door prizes, attendance gifts.  We have already 
begun making plans to invest more into our local communities with the cost savings.

8.	How	will	I	get	to	know	the	candidates?
The board candidate information will be available online, in the Connected article, and 
on the voting site. Also available through the same mediums will be financial reports, 
minutes from the previous meeting, and other information normally provided annually. This 
information will be available one month prior to the Annual Business Meeting. There will be 
more opportunity for members to read, watch and hear information about the company 
and the board candidates from the convenience of your own home.

9.	What	if	I	still	want	to	see	the	board	members	in	person?
We appreciate the participation of the members who routinely attend Chariton Valley’s 
Annual Business Meeting and understand they may prefer the public meeting format. We 
will still have a public forum, but anticipate fewer in-person attendance due to the new 
convenience of electronic voting and eligibility for the grand prize by doing so.

Questions? Contact us at  
cvannualmeeting@charitonvalley.com


