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In 2006 Matt Shoemaker started dream-
ing about building a hunting lodge on 
his family farm near Ethel, Missouri to 

offer pro-
fessional 
guided 
hunts. Af-
ter much 
encour-
agement 
and insis-
tence from 
family and 
friends, 
his dream 
became 
a real-
ity when 
Macon 
County 
Outfitters, 

LLC offered its first hunt in November 
2007. Prior to opening his own guiding 
business, Matt had several years experi-

ence working as a professional guide 
and traveling internationally to guide 
hunts in New Zealand. “My dreams are 
no different than anyone else’s. I have 
always loved hunting and thought it 
would be neat to take my family’s land 
and transform it into a hunting farm.”  
 Macon County Outfitters offers vari-
ous hunting packages for whitetail deer, 
continental pheasant and spring turkey 
hunts. “We have some of the best hunt-
ing ground and leases in the business. 
If you can imagine the habitat, we have 
it. From open country rolling hills with 
brushy draws, to loaded hardwood 
timbers,” said Matt.   
 All of the deer hunts are 100 percent 
fare chase and free range. “With our ex-
tensive food plot system, our properties 
give the bucks the nutrition they need 
throughout the year to allow them to 
grow the mass, tine length, and spread 
to be real trophies.” Hunters can choose 
between guided or semi-guided deer 

hunts.
 Continental pheasant 
hunts are composed of 
25 to 50 hunters with 14 
pheasants released per 
shooter for that day. “On 
a hunt with 35 shooters 

they would be looking at 490 pheasants 
released that day to hunt on the tower 
style shoot along with highly trained 
pointing dogs. Also, our habitat is the 
best in the business. Milo and corn 
fields, native grasses, and edge feath-
ered draws and fence rows make up the 
majority of our habitat,” said Matt.
 Hunting packages include accom-
modations, meals prepared by Matt’s 
mother Lisa Shoemaker, meat and 
trophy preparation and transportation 
during hunts. The lodge can accommo-
date up to 50 people and is equipped 
with a fully staffed kitchen, TV area and 
pool table.  
 To learn more about Macon County 
Outfitters, visit their Web site at www.
maconcountyoutfitters.com or call 660-
216-4431. 

Pictured above: Owner and 
operator of Macon County Outfit-
ters Matt Shoemaker.

The lodge is a great place to unwind after a long 
day of hunting. Guests can play pool or relax by 
the TV.

Pictured left: First continental 
pheasant hunt at Macon County 
Outfitters in February 2008. This 
hunt has become a tradition for 
a group of local hunters and is 
organized by Brian Shaver of 
Callao. 



Guest Commentary
Spend Broadband  
Money With Care

 by Richard Telthorst 
 
 As hopeful applicants 
around the country scram-
ble to take advantage of 
more than $7 billion in 
federal stimulus funds 
to expand the reach of 
the Internet, policymak-
ers both in Missouri 
and Washington need 
to watch carefully how 
the money will be spent. 
Taking a “ready, fire, aim” 
approach without good 
planning could waste 
taxpayer dollars without 
bringing better Internet 
access.
 The federal stimulus 
program to improve high-
speed Internet service 
(known as “broadband”) 
already has attracted more 
than 2,200 applicants look-
ing for nearly $28 billion 
— more than four times 
the amount allocated by 
Congress. In Missouri, 
more than 60 applicants 
have filed plans to spend 
more than $1 billion on 
projects across the state.
 Among those plans is 
an ambitious idea to build 
2,500 miles of additional 
“middle-mile” broad-
band network. That’s the 
infrastructure pipeline for 
delivering Internet access, 
but it doesn’t include the 
connections directly to 
homes and small busi-

nesses, known as the 
“last mile.” This plan 
also would give the state 
of Missouri access to a 
portion of the network to 
carry government Internet 
traffic.
 State government’s 
partnership in this pri-
vate sector project could 
potentially hinder addi-
tional fiber deployment 
by telecommunications 
providers in the state. 
Local Internet providers 
would be harmed if the 
new network were used 
to provide access to some 
providers in competition 
with others, or to bypass 
private providers and 
serve their customers di-
rectly. Dozens of telecom-
munications companies 
have invested millions of 
dollars in private capital 
to build a robust broad-
band network reaching all 
corners of the state.  
 More private invest-
ment is pending to 
expand this network even 
further. But using a state 
network to undercut or 
overbuild private Internet 
providers or to subsidize 
the operations of par-
ticular providers would 
reduce the incentives that 
the private sector has to 
expand services. It’s not 
the way public money 
should be spent — espe-
cially money that is in 
short supply given the 
number of competing 
projects.
 A recent industry study 
points out that the “mid-
dle mile” networks built 
in Missouri by telecom-
munications providers, 
cable companies, electric 

cooperatives and others 
already have an extensive 
reach. A more detailed 
study of this network 
in Missouri should be 
undertaken before federal 
funds are invested. State 
government, using federal 
stimulus funds, should 
lead this mapping effort.
Further network deploy-
ment to extend the “last 
mile” of Internet con-
nections to more-distant 
customers is driven by 
demand. Demand de-
pends on customers 
understanding the value 
of a broadband connection 
and having a computer to 
connect to the Internet.  
 Federal stimulus money 
also is available to finance 
projects to establish public 
computing centers, edu-
cate and train people in 
computer skills, and help 
create the demand needed 
for further private sector 
investment.
 These projects may not 
garner as much media 
attention as do “shovel-
ready” plans to string 
more fiber across the state, 
but they are critical in 
bringing more broadband 
access to Missouri.
 
Richard Telthorst is presi-
dent and chief executive 
officer of the Missouri Tele-
communications Industry 
Association in Jefferson City.
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general manager
Jim Simon

Customer Comments
Remembering When
with W. R. (Bob) Harris 
W. R. (Bob) Harris from Salisbury 
remembers the day he signed up 
to become one of the first Chariton 
Valley shareholders in 1950. “I was 
working at my grocery store in 
Thomas Hill when Herschel Mc-
Cloud and Harman Minks stopped 
by and asked me to become a 
member. I paid my $5.00 dues, but 
it wasn’t until the late 50’s that I ac-
tually received telephone service.” 
 At that time, other large tele-
phone companies were already 
well established in the nation’s 
cities and growing suburban areas, 
but most were not interested in 
serving sparsely populated rural 
areas without imposing expensive 
line-extension charges.  The unful-

filled need for telephone service 
led dedicated civic minded indi-
viduals, like Mr. McCloud and Mr. 
Minks, in the community to join 
together to develop, finance and 
build their own telephone systems. 
 Bob has several fond memories 
associated with the early days of 
Chariton Valley Telephone. “Back 
in 1955 when I owned a DX filling 
station in Salisbury, the girls at 
the Chariton Valley office would 
take calls and messages for me. It 
was really the only way custom-
ers could get ahold of me. At that 
time, my phone number was 10.”
 “When Chariton Valley first 
started offering television service 
in Salisbury, I tried really hard to 

become the first customer, but it 
didn’t work out,” he laughed. Mr. 
Harris served as mayor in Salis-
bury for 10 years and is a retired 
funeral director from Berry Funer-
al Home. He was married to Mary 
E. Harris for 65 years.

W. R. (Bob) Harris was one of Chariton 
Valley’s first shareholders in 1950.

Free for 1 month*
Free Installation 
up to 3 TV’s *

Local C
hannels

VisionNet VIP PackageGet your...

Over 30 HD channels

Faster Internet speeds 

Digital phone 

Bucklin   695-9930     Huntsville    277-9930
Macon     395-9000     Salisbury     388-9930            

*VisionNet VIP package requires a 36 month service agreement. All VisionNet VIP packages include One Set Top Box,
1 FREE month will appear on customers 2nd billing cycle. FREE installation on up to 3 TV’s and Set Top Box is 

needed for 2nd and 3rd TV. Early termination fees will apply. See store for details.
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FYI 
December 15 is the last day to make 
changes to the Chariton Valley Tele-
phone Directory white and yellow 
pages. For changes to white page list-
ing, contact the Chariton Valley busi-
ness office nearest you. For changes to 
the yellow pages please contact Pinna-
cle Publishing at 800-343-8086.  Look 
for your 2010 directory in February.  

2010 directory photo chosen at Annual Meeting 
Mrs. Norma Jones from New 
Cambria submitted the 2010 
Directory Cover photo which was 
selected in a close vote at Chariton 
Valley’s Annual Meeting recently  
held in Salisbury. The image shows 
a birdhouse in a flower garden 
overlooking the cattle pasture 
surrounding her home.  
 Butterflies and hummingbirds are 
attracted to nearby gardens which 
include flowers that bloom most of 
three seasons. Her husband, Eldon, 

built the birdhouse from scraps then 
stained it the color of their home.
Bluebirds and sparrows have found 
a home there. 
 She is excited to have her photo 
selected for the Directory Cover and 
will certainly enjoy using the camera 
which she received as the prize.
 The deadline to submit photos for the 
2011 directory photo contest is June 1, 
2010.  Photo submission is limited to 4 
photos per contest entrant.  Questions?  
Call Jinny at 695-7500.   

2010 
Directory  

Cover Photo 
Winner!

Pictured: Norma Jones from New Cambria wins 
2010 directory photo contest. Congratulations!

In today’s economy it is ex-
tremely important to adver-
tise your business by placing 
advertising in our highly used 
print directory.  Make sure 
your business is there to be 
seen by potential customers.  A 
new trend also indicates that 
more and more consumers are 
searching for businesses online.  
Our new online search option 
allows you to promote your 

business by adding your print 
ad, photos, a video as well as 
much more to your business 
listing.  Make sure your busi-
ness can be found in both the 
print telephone directory and 
our new online search site: 
www.localsolution.com.  For 
more information or to adver-
tise, please contact Pinnacle 
Publishing at 800-343-8086.

Coats for Kids 
Coat Drive

Drop off kids 
coats at any 

Chariton Valley 
location  

until
November 30th

Coats will be  
professionaly cleaned and  

distributed to local churhes and 
schools for those in need of a 

warm winter coat.

When it comes to helping your 
family stay safe during emer-
gencies, it may be a smart call 
to keep the cord. Landline – or 
corded – phones work in power 
outages.  Experts say that makes 
them one of the best ways to 
call for help or to simply stay 
in touch with people when bad 
weather or other emergencies 
hit.  Additionally, the lines are 
instantly traceable, meaning 
emergency personnel can locate 
someone who calls 911 for help, 
even if he or she is unable to 
speak.
 Also, landlines can help save 
families money.  Chariton Valley 
offers discounts when services 
such as Internet or VisionNet 
are combined or “bundled” with 
landline service.  Of course you 
do not need to  pay for cable or 
Internet to use a corded phone 
– a key difference between 
landlines and “digital” phone or 
(VoIP) service.  These services 
require a broadband Internet 
connection to function, possibly 
adding to a household’s costs but 

also meaning that when Internet 
service goes down, the digital 
phones no longer work.
 With Chariton Valley you 
always have unlimited local us-
age for every call you make or 
receive, regardless of the time of 
day.  Our local area includes all 
eighteen exchanges in parts of 
five counties and extends from 
east of Jacksonville to west of 
Hale, and as far north as New 
Boston to Forest Green in the 
south.  Moreover, Chariton Val-
ley customers in Macon may be 
called toll free from anywhere in 
the eighteen exchanges.  Please 
refer to the front of your phone 
directory for more details on the 
local calling area.
 Keeping the landline phone 
does not mean you should give 
up your wireless phone.  Perhaps 
the Federal Communications 
Commission summed it up best 
in a recent report stating, “A bal-
anced choice is often the best one 
– a combination of landline and 
wireless phone use may be the 
right choice for you.” 

Starting in December shoppers 
will have an opportunity to 
purchase unique craft items and 
other one of-a-kind gifts when 
visiting Chariton Valley’s retail 
centers. This exclusive offer 
from Chariton Valley will enable 
customers to combine shopping 
for that hard to please person 
while browsing high tech items 
such as the latest in SmartPhone 
technology. 
 Items such as specialty soaps, 
handmade quilts, chocolate 
pecans, and original wall 
hangings will join Chariton 

Valley’s lineup of the latest in 
wireless phones and accessories 
for a one-of-a-kind blend of gifts 
not found anywhere else.  
 Shoppers are invited to visit 
any Chariton Valley wireless 
retail center in Macon, Moberly, 
Salisbury or Brookfield to check 
out the latest in gift offerings. 
For more information, call 660-
395-9600.

     

Make life safer
Keep the cord

Exclusive gift opportunities
Find gifts from local artisans at  
Chariton Valley Retail Centers



The holiday season is here!  Along 
with the excitement of the holidays, 
this can be one of the most stressful 
and expensive times of the year as 
well. An important part of the holi-
days is spending time with friends 
and family, but getting everyone 
together under the same roof can be 
impossible. That doesn’t mean you 
can’t stay in touch with loved ones. 
Chariton Valley’s services make it is 
easier than ever to stay in touch with 
family and friends. Don’t make the  
mistake of thinking that technology 
equals big bucks, adding more costs 
and stress to your holiday. Here are 
some ideas you can use to make 
keeping in touch easier and more 
affordable with Chariton Valley’s 
products.

TELEPHONE

Chariton Valley’s wireline phone 
service is extremely reliable and 
the quality sound makes staying in 
touch even more enjoyable. Confer-
ence calling is available through 
Chariton Valley and is a very useful 
and convenient service when you 
need to speak with people at two or 
more locations.

HIGH SPEED INTERNET

You may want to try video con-
ferencing and experience a face to 
face conversation with friends and 
family who can’t make it home for 
the holidays.  This ‘Jetson’ style 
form of keeping in touch requires  
a Chariton Valley wireline service 
to connect you to our High Speed 
internet. Plus, you will need to add 
a webcam, instant messaging and a 
desktop microphone or headset to 
your personal computer or laptop 
to complete the equipment require-
ments. It is a good idea to have ev-
erything set up prior to the holidays, 
so you are ready to connect with 
your family and friends.

 Online photo albums provide yet 
another way for you to share holiday 
traditions. Simply upload your digi-
tal pictures to an album right from 
your camera to your computer. You 
can view each other’s pictures just 
minutes after they’re posted.
 Even if you don’t own a digital 
camera, you can still create online 

photo albums. Just take your film to 
a photo processor and ask for your 
pictures to be put on CD. The CD 
stores digital versions of your pic-
tures so that you can view them on 
a computer. From the CD, you can 
upload the photographs to an online 
album and share them with your 
family and friends. 

Do you dread writing out holiday 
cards? There are many e-card sites 
on the internet that make this chore a 
breeze, or you can create an original 
card  with holiday backgrounds and 
even add your own pictures. It’s 
easy, just create one card, select your 
list of recipients and click - they are 
on their way to their destination.

CABLE

We all remember gathering around 
the TV with our families to watch 
the holiday shows. With Chariton 
Valley VisionNet  you can have 
that same experience viewing local 
or HD channels. Our underground 
fiber to the home cable is always 
reliable and ready for your family 
time. Or you may watch local events 
on CVTV (The Chariton Valley 
Channel) and catch a cooking show, 
woodworking show, or view the 
essence of rural living as it use to be 
with Tammy’s Kitchen or Two Cooks 
and a Sous Chef, North Missouri 
Wood working or Country Ways.
 Chariton Valley provides  a lot of 
ways to stay connected with family 
and friends.   Hopefully, we have 
given you ideas that will give you a 
great starting place for your holiday 
planning.

Chariton Valley –  
providing a better way to 
stay in touch during the 
holidays!
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From the Kitchen of Elna Williams

Submit your favorite recipe to  
recipes@charitonvalley.com

or mail them to:
Chariton Valley Telephone

Attn: Martina Wyatt
PO Box 67

Macon, MO 63552

Receive a $10 gift  certificate 
when your recipe is chosen! 

Raspberry Yogurt Pie

Ingredients:
1 prepared pie crust
1 small box raspberry gelatin 
2 individual raspberry yogurts
1 small container Cool Whip
Fresh raspberries for garnish

Directions:
Dissolve gelatin in 1/4 c boiling water. 
Add 2 containers yogurt and 1 small 
container Cool whip topping. Fold 
together until colors are all blended 
and put into crust. Let set at least 1 
hour. Garnish with fresh raspberries. 
Or choose another color or flavor. This 
is very good in orange, lemon, peach, 
or strawberry. Other possible garnishes 
include lime, kiwi or mint leaves. Use 
the same flavor yogurt as gelatin. 

After graduating in 1947 from New-
man High School of Sweetwater, 
Texas, Truman Lee (John) Selmon, 

former 
Chariton 
Valley 
Telephone 
Corpo-
ration 
General 
Manager, 
worked for 
the local 
Sears & 
Roebuck 
and tried 
out for 
a minor 
league 

baseball team in Texas. Even though 
the fledging 6 foot 6 first baseman 
made the roster of the AA club, he 

decided to stick with what he was 
doing in 1949, working on a line crew 
in the Southwest. He saw more of a 
future in telecommunications and saw 
rural telecommunications from many 
perspectives spanning five decades 
ending with his retirement in August 
2000 from Ringgold Telephone Com-
pany in Ringgold, Georgia. 
 From 1960-1976, Selmon served 
as General Manager of the Chariton 
Valley Telephone Corporation in 
Bucklin, Missouri. Under his CVTC 
management, this organization grew 
from 4000 to 6500 subscribers and 
was the first in Missouri to convert to 
all one party service and the first to 
install and market improved mobile 
telephone service, for which the Na-
tional Telephone Cooperative Asso-
ciation (NTCA) of Washington, D.C., 
presented Selmon its Management 

Achievement Award. While at CVTC, 
he was elected to the NTCA Board of 
Directors and served for 12 years. In 
1964, Selmon was elected Region VIII 
Director to the NTCA national board 
where he played a significant role in 
establishing a new NTCA headquar-
ters on Pennsylvania Avenue in D.C. 
He also served as E. Ritter Telephone 
Company General Manager in 
Marked Tree, Arkansas. 
 In 1983, Selmon returned to the 
private co-op sector, becoming Gen-
eral Manager of Ringgold Telephone 
Company and in 1986 was promoted 
to Executive Vice-President, retir-
ing from the independent telephone 
company in 2000. Truman Lee (John) 
Selmon, entered his eternal rest on 
July 31, 2009, at the Summerhill Senior 
Community Home in Perry, Georgia. 

Elna was born and raised in New 
Cambria and lives on a fourth genera-
tion family farm in the New Cambria 
area. After teaching instructional me-
dia for 33 years in Davenport, Iowa, 
Elna relocated back to New Cambria. 
 “During my teaching career, I 
worked as a supervisor in an Iowa 
Communications Network Class-
room, so every time I hear Chariton 
Valley mention IPTV service, I auto-
matically think ‘Iowa Public TV’!,” 
said Elna.

 Elna has four grandsons and enjoys 
researching genealogy. She is a mem-
ber of DAR, Macon County Retired 
School Personnel and Daughters of 
Union Federation of the Civil War. 
She also holds a doctorate in Educa-
tional Administration. 
 “I received this recipe from friends 
in Moline, Illinois who would make 
it for their annual church fundraiser. 
They would make it in every pos-
sible flavor. It’s so good and easy to 
prepare.”

Mr. Truman Lee (John) Selmon 
former Chariton Valley General 
Manager.

Telecommunications pioneer answers final call

Stay in Touch during the holidays with 
Chariton Valley’s VisionNet package! (See page 11 for details)

Try a BIG family conference call Share family photos online

Add video to your BIG family  
conference calls

On-line Holiday Cards or emails

Share family time with Holiday 
shows

Marcy Grammer
Marketing Specialist
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We hope you 
were able 

to visit us at one 
of the Customer 
Appreciation Cel-
ebrations that took 
place at our Buck-
lin, Salisbury and 
Huntsville offices 
August 25, 26 and 
27.  Chariton Valley 
employees served 
hotdogs, chips and 
drinks while visit-
ing with customers 
about the upcom-
ing Annual Meet-
ing, CVTV, the new 
wireless phones 
and much more.  
 Just for stopping 
in attendees had 
the opportunity 
to spin the prize 
wheel and put their name 
in a drawing for a $100 Gift 
Certificate from the Pear 
Tree Restaurant in Bevier.  
Congratulations to Ethel 
Jennings of Bevier; winner of 
the gift certificate at Chari-
ton Valley’s Annual Meeting 
held Sept.19th.  
  “We really appreciate 
those who came out to the 

Customer Appreciation Cel-
ebrations," says Donna Bell, 
External Relations Manager. 
"We always enjoy the oppor-
tunity to interact and show 
our customers our apprecia-
tion for their amazing loyal 
support they have given us 
over the years."

Customer Appreciation Celebrations 

Congratulations to our Pear 
Tree gift certificate winner, 
Ethel Jennings.

Salisbury Celebration 

Huntsville Celebration Bucklin Celebration 

William Mayhew has lived in the 
Chariton Valley service area 

for 57 years. He is retired from the 
BNSF Railroad. William has served 
on the Board’s Human Resources 
Committee and is chairman of the 
Scholarship Committee. Besides 

serving on the Chariton Valley 
Board of Directors, William has also 
served as President of Union Local 
BMWE in Hannibal, MO. He enjoys 
spending time with his children and 
fishing when he has time.

Jerry Monnig has resided in the 
Chariton Valley service area for 

33 years. He and his wife Melita 
have three children and three 
grandchildren. Jerry works as a 
partner with Inquest Environmental, 
Inc. in Columbia, MO.  Besides 
serving on the Chariton Valley Board 

of Directors (1st & 2nd term, Finance 
and Scholarship Committee member; 
2nd term, Legislative & Bylaws 
Committee member), Jerry also 
serves on the Board of Directors for 
Mary’s Call and the Board of Public 
Works in Salisbury, MO.

Judy Sampsel has lived in the 
Chariton Valley service area for 

20 years. She and her brother, John 
(Bill) Sampsel, share their parents’ 
(Henry and Sybil Sampsel) home 
in Hale. Her involvement with 
various organizations include: 
Carroll County Ambulance (12 
years, Secretary); Chariton Valley 
Telephone Corporation (1st & 
2nd term, Secretary; served on 
Legislative, Human Resources, 

Bylaws, and Annual Meeting 
Committees); Northwest Area on 
Aging; Ombudsman Volunteer - 
serving nursing homes and two 
residential care facilities as an 
advocate for residents’ rights. She 
is also a committee member for 
Homeland Hero Park Carroll City - 
Carrollton. In 2006, Judy received the 
Lieutenant Governor Senior Service 
Award for her volunteer services. 

Director Profiles
Mayhew, Monnig and 
Sampsel re-elected to  
the Board of Directors

The three incumbent candidates whose terms on 
Chariton Valley’s Board of Directors expired 

this year were re-elected. Incumbent members 
William Mayhew, Callao; Jerry Monnig, Salisbury 
and Judy Sampsel of Hale were all re-elected to 
their third-term on the Chariton Valley Board of 
Directors. Chariton Valley’s bylaws limit board 
members to three full terms. (261-4403)
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Chariton Valley’s 2009 Annual Meet-
ing was built around the theme of 

“Touching Lives” and continued the 
tradition of being a festive event with 
something of interest for everyone. 
Although primarily a business meet-

ing designed to provide shareholders a 
voice in the operation of Chariton Val-
ley, it is carried out in a festival-like en-
vironment. The beautiful fall day could 
not have produced better weather as the 
temperature hovered around 80 degrees 
and a mild breeze kept everyone com-
fortable. A regular schedule of golf carts 
shuttled guests from the parking lots to 
the registration area, where gifts, meal 
tickets and ballots were distributed. The 
use of bar code readers prevented lines 
from forming at the registration tables 
and most attendees were in the food 
serving line within minutes of their 
arrival. 
 In keeping with tradition, large tents 
were set up to provide protection from 
the sun, and ample seating was avail-
able for members and guests to enjoy 
their meal in relaxed comfort. A meal 
consisting of bar-b-que pork, ham, and 
all the trimmings, was prepared by the 
Salisbury Boosters Club and served 

by Chariton Valley employees and 
Salisbury students. New to this year’s 
event was music supplied by “The Back 
Row”, a DJ service of Junebugg Produc-
tions. The DJ’s, including David Gram-
mer, Kyle Harvey and David Snarr 

interacted with the 
crowd and kept ev-
eryone entertained 
until time for the 
meeting to start. 
 Many members 
visited the Tech-
nology Fair and 
took advantage of 
the opportunity 
to examine Chari-
ton Valley’s latest 
selection of wire-
less phones and to 
discover new and 
exciting features 
about them. The 
Technology Fair 

also provided an opportunity to experi-
ence various forms of electronic exercise 
with a Wii. The Wii was popular with 
kids of all ages and at the conclusion of 
the Annual Meeting was given away as 
a door prize. Back for the sec-
ond year in a row was the super 
computer designed and built by 
Chariton Valley’s Chris Barger. 
By super cooling the computer, 
Chris has been able to achieve 
incredibly high-speed.
An area was set aside for the 
many children who accompa-
nied their parents to the Annual 
Meeting and they were able to 
take part in a variety of games. 
Plus, rides were available on 
“Teley the Truck”, Chariton Val-
ley’s miniature parade vehicle. 
Sno-cones helped off-set the 
heat of the warm September 
afternoon and other refreshments, in-
cluding hotdogs and nachos, were also 

available.
 The real purpose of the event, the 
business meeting, was called to order 
by Cheryl Long, president of the Board 
of Directors. Jim Simon, general man-
ager, reported on the decline in access 
lines and discussed the construction of 
additional cell towers. The major order 
of business at this year’s annual meet-
ing was the election of three directors 
to the Board. Each candidate addressed 
the audience prior to the vote being 
called. When the votes were counted it 
was determined that all three incum-
bents had been re-elected to three year 

terms by the following margins:
 The first ever “Chariton Valley Idol” 
contest provided the entertainment for 

the meeting and was well received by 
the members. Eight finalists, includ-

ing Charlie Jennings, Bevier; 
Kelley Cupp, Bucklin; Kris 
Gilson, Hale; Lauren Arnold, 
Macon; Cody Donelson, Ma-
con; Sierra Thompson, New 
Cambria; Connie Boss, Salis-

bury and Sheila Davis from 
Salisbury gave outstanding 
performances and a panel of 
three judges, with assistance 
from the audience selected 

the following winners:
Cody’s skills with the 
saxophone impressed the 
audience from the start and 
the crowd expressed ap-
preciation by breaking into 
applause early in his perfor-
mance. The 16 year old high 
school student from Macon 
has been honored by playing 
with district and conference 
bands, the Missouri State 
Jazz Band, and the Coleman-
Hawkins All-Star Band. 
Cody has been awarded 
exceptional and superior 
ratings for solo performances 
at District and State com-
petitions. His future plans 
include studying jazz perfor-

mance at North Texas School 
of Jazz Education in Dal-
las, Texas. As the Chariton 
Valley Idol, Cody has had a 
guest appearance on CVTV’s 
“This Week in the Valley” 

program and 
will be invited 
to represent 
Chariton Val-
ley at various 
public events 
in 2010. Kel-
ley Cupp, the 
first runner 
up, is a senior 
at Marceline 
High School 
where she is a 
member of the 
high school 
band and 
is the drum 
majorette for 

the marching band. Kelley is 
the 2009 homecoming queen 
at Marceline. The third place 
finisher was Sheila Davis of 
Salisbury. Sheila is employed 
at the University Hospital 
in Columbia as a Radiologic 
Technologist. 
 One of the most an-
ticipated events at previous 
annual meetings has been 
the selection of the direc-
tory photo contest winner 
and this year’s event was no 
exception. The members ex-
pressed their preferences by 
applauding for their favorite 
photos and the winner was 
Mrs. Norma Jones from New 
Cambria. The winning pho-
tograph, pictured on page 
10, will appear on the cover 
of the 2010 Chariton Valley 
directory. Plus, Mrs. Jones re-
ceived a digital camera.  The 
grand prize, $1,000 worth of 
Chariton Valley service, was 
won by Rodney & Kathey 
Harmon of Salisbury. A com-
plete list of prize winners are 
listed in the right border. 
 

2009 Annual Meeting 
Prize Winners

Grand Prize Winner:
Rodney & Kathey Harmon, Salisbury

Customer Appreciation Day Drawing  
($100 Pear Tree Gift Certificate):
Ethel Jennings, Bevier

$25 CVTC Gift Certificates:
Virginia Weber, Salisbury
Lois Land, Clifton Hill
Gerald & Vicky Saulter, Salisbury
Martha Baker, Atlanta
Anthony & Mary Lou Marek, Salisbury
Kathryn Eastin, Salisbury
William & Helen Alexander, Moberly
Bonita Houseworth, Bosworth
Paul Lozuaway, Bucklin
Kathryn Quinn, Salisbury
E. L. & Maria Kimbrough, Huntsville
Robert & Tonya Bagnell, Huntsville
Edna Bracken, Huntsville
Anne Marie Fitzgerald, Salisbury
Donald G. Cravens, Salisbury
Louise Land, Clifton Hill
Jim & Linda Guilford, Salisbury
Wayne & Dorothy Heins, Keytesville
Allen Barger, Huntsville
Glen & Janet Niemeier, New Cambria
Dorothy Fears, Bosworth
Calvin Gall, New Cambria

$50 Cash Prizes:
Pearl Lineberry Oliver, Bevier
Betty O. Brown, Huntsville
Wilma Hankins, Salisbury
M. L. Lewis, Clifton Hill
Norman D. & Dixie Newton, Jr., Salisbury
Sandy Sillers, Huntsville
Lonnie & Barbara Bartholomew, Salisbury

$100 Cash Prize:
Kenneth & Eleanor Wooldridge, Salisbury

Nintendo Wii Drawing Winner:
Marvin Bennett, Salisbury

Northeast Area
William Mayhew	 199
Dan Nelson 	 143

South Central Area
Jerry Monnig	  212
Russ Stundebeck 144

Southwest Area
Judy Sampsel 	 260
Robert Corf 	 89

1st Place:
Cody Donelson

2nd Place:
Kelley Cupp

3rd Place:
Sheila Davis

Touching Lives A Chariton Valley Tradition

Pictured above are the eight CV Idol finalists. From left to 
right (front row): Sheila Davis, Sierra Thompson, Kelley Cupp 
and Charlie Jennings. From left to right (back row): Kris 
Gilson, Lauren Arnold, Connie Boss and Cody Donelson.

Jim Simon, general manager, presents the grand 
prize gift certificate to Kathey Harmon of Salisbury. 

Attendees enjoyed dinner prepared by the Salisbury Booster Club before the 
start of the business meeting.


